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Welcome to the sixteenth edition of the regular 
Designated Teacher update.
Please circulate to any staff who are involved in 
completing review meetings or to any staff working 
with children we care for or previously cared for 
children. If you have any questions/requests for 
content of upcoming issues - contact 
rachel.cosgrove@oxfordshire.gov.uk

2020-2021

News from the Virtual School

Year 11s Urgent - Year 11s need to complete their applications for post 16 education early this 
term. They may need extra support to do this and ensure a good back up plan is in place, 
especially if they are not in school for any reason. Please contact Isabel Crowther, Year 11 
Transition Mentor, for direct support over phone or video call. Please also invite Isabel to 
attend all Year 11 PEPs. Please complete the Year 11 Transition Page on the PEP as fully as 
possible and inform Isabel when applications are completed and places offered.

Isabel.crowther@oxfordshire.gov.uk 07747 648494
For Year 11s with EHCPs, it is particularly important to ensure the SEN Annual Review has been 
completed and consultations with post 16 destinations take place in good time to allow for 
robust transition planning.

PEP meetings should go ahead despite lockdown They are vital points of communication and 
enable us all to work together to make sure every child has the support they need for 
education and well-being. Our case workers are available to join any virtual meetings already 
arranged or about to be scheduled this term. February half term is cut off for any PP+ requests 
from this financial year’s PP+ allocation so ePEPs need to be completed by then. 

Updated training- new online session on the links between Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs and SEMH needs – 27th January at 3.45pm with Hester Riviere, Ruth 
Thornburn and Elisabeth Pinckney. Let us  know if you would like to book.

For general information / to get in contact with the Virtual School: website and contacts 
here

Schools January 2021
What a rollercoaster of a start of term. The Virtual School team are saddened that we can’t 
get back into primary and secondary schools as we had hoped this term. But we are here to 
support. The next few weeks are likely to be fluid as guidance changes. 
We are encouraging all our children we care for to be in school if this is appropriate and safe 
to do so. If a child is at home for complex medical reasons, a PEP can be arranged to plan for 
their continued access to education. DTs can liaise with individual social workers and your 
Virtual School case worker if you want to discuss any concerns. For DTs in special education 
and APs, if we can support in any way, contact us.

Government advice regarding provision for critical worker and vulnerable groups can be 
found via this link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-
maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-
maintaining-educational-provision

Michelle Johnson (Virtual School Head Teacher) will be available to support any complex 
situations but please contact your caseworker first, who can then involve Michelle as 
needed. 

Schools are in a much better position to offer remote teaching this time round. DTs should 
have an overview of the offer for any child who is staying at home. For any children with 
SEN, close contact with your school’s SENCo is best practice so you can work together to 
ensure the online experience is appropriate for individual children. You can also work 
together to coordinate home/school contact.

mailto:Isabel.crowther@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/our-work-schools/virtual-school-looked-after-children-and-care-leavers-0-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


The national tutoring programme update

All private tutoring companies are now part of a Government scheme which 
offers 75% off 1:1 tutoring for individuals for up to 15 hours of provision. It is part 
of the Government commitment to support catch-up after lockdown.
Students can have their discounted sessions in any configuration, i.e. once a 
week, or in a block i.e. 3 hours a day for 1 week (This may be good for children 
currently out of education). The tuition can be face to face (pre lockdown, this 
was either in school or at the home) or online.

If the child is already receiving private tuition (paid for by PP+ money), you can 
access the discounted tuition, but it is more complicated. The current block of 
tuition needs to come to an end and your Headteacher has to apply via a form for 
the discounted rate. Then, if approved, the tuition can re-start for 15 sessions at 
the discounted rate. There is a risk that the same tutor may not be available.

Each tutoring company only has a certain number of contracts and, whilst many 
are still available, acting sooner rather than later would be sensible. Though given 
we are now in lockdown again, the government make seek to extend the scheme.

Pupil Premium Plus funding for children previously cared for – January 
Census coming up soon
Schools can receive £2,345 each year for every statutory school aged child who has 
ceased to be cared for by a local authority (this would include children who have been 
adopted and children in special guardianship) 
The deadline for you to record this status on your school census is Thursday 21st 
January 2021 and parents/guardians would need to show you evidence of the 
adoption/SGO. There is a template letter schools can use to request this information 
from parents/guardians attached with this update. 
The school will then receive the funding direct from central government from April 2021 
onwards. 

Pupil Premium for previously cared for children is not a personal budget but should be 
used to improve outcomes for this cohort. Watch this space for ideas in the next DT 
update. 

Designated Teacher checklist 
• Liaise with carers and social workers to plan for pupils remaining in school. 
• Check attendance of your key children every day and follow up as required. 
• Check PEP dates and plan accordingly – meetings can be held ‘virtually’. 
• Call a PEP meeting for pupils with complex needs who are shielding to plan access to education. Check with SENCo re updated risk assessments.
• Find out what teaching each child is receiving. Do they need additional support? Are all teachers aware of any adaptations needed? 
• If pupils have key worker support – plan how this can continue. 
• Delegate phone calls home so pastoral or SEN staff /DT know who is calling who and when. 
• Contact your Virtual Case holder for additional support or advice. 
• If you have Year 11s or 13s - work with subject teachers, carers and the pupil to plan how to maintain motivation and work ethos.
• Transitions - check in with each child to ensure all applications to post 16 or 18 have been done and that key staff are supporting. Contact Izzy Crowther 

or the Virtual School post 16 team for further support. 
• Share successes with colleagues and communicate them regularly to carers/parents. Feedback is so important for maintaining engagement.  
• Look after yourself and remember there is a team around each child - social care, Virtual School, home and school. 


